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Summary and Highlights of the Meeting of the ICOMIA Technical Committee (TC).
ICOMIA Technical Committee meeting
1. TC Action Items
· ICOMIA maintains an ISO standards improvement list that is fed by users of the standards.  Upon the systematic review of any ISO standard, ICOMIA sends a revision list to the secretary of ISO TC 188 for distribution to the ISO Work Group convener.  
· Links for boat trailer certification information are available on the ICOMIA website.

· The chair will write a letter to ISO TC 188 voicing concerns over the difficulty of industry using the scantlings standards.  This letter may also address the same problems in the stability standards.
· International rules for marine radios will be distributed to user organizations.  France had concerns that a license is needed to operate marine radios. Training is needed to correctly operate these radios. National rules will be located on the ICOMIA regulatory rules web pages.
· ICOMIA will follow key technologies and research projects for possible adoption by the recreational boating industry.

· The TC will contact the ISO TC 188 secretary on the discrepancy in voting for a standard reaffirmation and submitting comments.  NMMA will work with TC 188 to correct this problem.
· The plastic fuel tank standard will be changed to clarify fuel tank material requirements.  Problems arose with the high temperatures in the tanks due to hot fuel return.  The tanks shall now be labeled with a maximum temperature.  This issue will be discussed at both the RSG and the ISO Work Group.
· ICOMIA will attempt to gather information, similar to what NMMA has been doing, to assist members in dealing with Australian requirements.  Dave Marlow drafted the ICOMIA letter which will be sent to the Australian technical representative to ICOMIA. 
· ICOMIA is closely watching ABYC’s development of a CanBus system standard.
· ICOMIA will send a letter to the USCG to ask that the US recognize country codes other than  US-.
· Italy had a requirement to label boats as low energy or energy efficient.  This requirement has since been repealed.

· ICOMIA will ask the ISO WG that handles fuel systems standards to review the need for new requirements for biofuels use.  BMF (UK) will distribute a survey to its members to learn of problems with biofuel use.
2. Role of the Technical Committee
· The TC discussed the authority to send out letters such as the Australian standards letter and determined that the TC has no authority to send any letters directly.  The Australian letter will be written by the TC but will be sent by the secretary general of ICOMIA.
· What is the role of the TC?  To identify and solve problems, maintain a technical library, information sharing, technical projects, etc.  The RCD review was the first project of ICOMIA TC.
· NMMA volunteered to draft an initial operation guidelines document.

· An excellent ICOMIA product is the annual technology forum held at METS.

· ICOMIA will contact each MIA to designate a technical contact for the TC.

3. ICOMIA/ELMIF Support Agreement
· ELMIF (also called EBI) is the new EU association of EU MIAs.  Most, but not all, of the members of ELMIF are also members of ICOMIA.  ELMIF will contract out ICOMIA staff for much their work.
· ELMIF is a lobbying association based in Brussels.  This association will not have a separate TC but will use the ICOMIA TC.  It is unsure whether ELMIF will send representatives to the TC.
· RCD-related issues will move back to the ICOMIA TC.

4. Reports of the MIAs
· The annual reports of the MIAs will be conducted at the annual ICOMIA Congress
5.   ISO and Other Standards
· 89 published ISO standards; 4 new ISO standards; 24 ISO standards under review.
· 24 participating countries.

· ISO Working Group meetings took place at METS 2009 and at Düsseldorf in 2010; next plenary meeting of TC188 is 22-24 June 2010.

· Restructured TC188; SIS remains the secretariat. TC188 will be broken down into subgroups.  ICOMIA TC is skeptical as to the value of this new organizational structure.
· MIAs will be solicited for members of ISO working groups.

· Issues include clash between IEC and ISO on electrical work; navigation lights, and stability

· ISO 9094, Fire protection, amended the protection criteria in engine spaces, required escape routes from aft cabin, complete air exchanges for cabins, and AC and DC installation.
· ICOMIA will request that the ISO working groups be placed in 7 new subcommittees.  This will help to cut down the number of WG meetings but may increase the work on the conveners and the cost of standards development.
· Australia is looking to develop a CE-type module system for their small commercial (6 pack) type boats.  Recommended that module B+C be used.  NMMA will submit US regulations.
· The TC proposed to review all the mandated ISO standards and determine if they are all required without adequate alternatives.  The new directive may not include the concept of mandated standards.  Action item.

· The Standards Harmonization Initiative has slowed down and needs to be ramped up again.  Next standard topic in the program will be the electrical standards.  

6.  Fuel Efficiency report
· The Hymar project will be comparing standard IC engine powered boats to a hybrid powered boat.  An energy program would be an output of this project.

· Future legislation is focusing on reducing greenhouse gassing and reducing CO2.
· John McKnight is the NMMA member on the group.

· In 2010, the group will finalize development of a fuel efficiency report

7. Forum on New Technologies
· Presented at METS; these talks are an easy way to bring new technologies to the marine industry.
· Should this event be opened up to more than just members?

· Presentations were 20 minutes each and were very well attended.

· The TC was asked to provide ideas for next years presentations.
8. US Update – From NMMA
· Lacy Act recently gave direction on how to declare composite woods.  
· John McKnight’s November update on CARB news and emissions.

9. EU Update

· Transposition period for the new directive will be 3 years and due in 2014.
· The new directive contains a number of new modules.  The new framework has standalone modules, D, E and F, without module B, the type certification.  Also, module Aa has also changed to a more robust criteria with increasing tests.  The TC created a work group to develop a response to this proposal of new modules.  Also, the question remains about accredited in-house labs.  The chair will meet in London with ICOMIA on this issue.
· User complaints in the EU that the 4 design categories are too few and the industry needs more design categories due to the number of different models.  This proposal would create havoc in the current ISO standards as many of the standards are written with requirements in design categories.

10.   Accident Investigation Reports

· ICOMIA discussed with ADCO the idea of generating a statistical report based on accident reports, somewhat like the BADs system in the US. 
11.  New Business
· New requirement in Turkey requiring holding tanks for grey water. Not yet implemented.  This will be a topic for the ICOMIA newsletter.  Same requirement coming in Sweden.
· EU Boatbuilder requested that ICOMIA member contacts be send to the magazine 
· The Netherlands has Boat Security Certificates. Mandated to trace stolen boats with a GPS device. Alert goes to the owner and a tracing organization.  Required by insurance companies.  More information is available to TC members.

· ICOMIA staff proposed that documents be placed on the website to eliminate the need to send large documents through the email.  Another benefit of ICOMIA membership.
· Request an update to the study of “commissioning of end of life boat” study.  
12. The next meeting of the ICOMIA Technical Committee will be held in June 2010 at the ICOMIA Congress in Chicago.
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