Meeting Report

National Fire Protection Association 30A Technical Committee meeting

Northbrook, IL
July 16, 2008
Highlights from the NFPA 30A Technical Committee Meeting:

1. NFPA 30A is the Fire Protection standard for Automotive and Marine Service Stations.  The scope of the committee is responsibility for safeguarding against the fire and explosion hazards associated with storage, handling and dispensing of flammable and combustible liquids at automotive and marine service stations (later changed to “facilities”).  The technical committee met at UL labs in North Chicago to review the status of NFPA 30A (2008) and its relationship with NFPA 30, Flammable and Combustion Liquids Codes, and to receive reports of various Task Force work.  The committee is attempting to make NFPA 30 and 30A consistent with each other. 

NMMA attended the meeting for obtain background and support for the writing of the ABYC on-board refueling standard.

2. Questions on NFPA 30, Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code
A. Safety cans are listed to be 5 gallons or 20 liters (which is 5.3 gallons).  Created a Task Force to resolve.

B. Motor Fuel Tables in the National Electrical Code, NFPA 70, were extracted from 30 and 30A and should remain consistent and not changed, though the matrix format has been modified. These modifications were accepted by the TC and may be carried back to 30 and 30A.
3. NFPA 30A was published in 2008 and the next revision cycle will begin in 2011.  NFPA 30 was moved to the same 2011 revision cycle.
4. The scope of the committee was changed to include the inspection and maintenance of dispensing systems and facilities.  The scope does not cover alternative fuel dispensers.  To balance committee membership, I was moved from the marine operator group to the manufacturer group.
5. Alternative fuels
A. E85 – Is a solvent.  Conducts electricity.  Can increase galvanic corrosion.  May react with gasoline elastomers.  Held a technical forum to develop a certification proposal, with a test program.  In the US, E85 is dispensed using 85% ethanol and 15% gasoline.  In Brazil, the fuel is 93% ethanol and 7% water.  E85 is not a direct substitute for gasoline but is allowed only in E85 engines.  Blending at the pump is allowed in Brazil but not yet in the US.  A set of general inspection requirements were proposed to the International Fire Code by UL. 
B. Potential problems with storage tank conversion to E85 or changes of storage tank usage from one fuel to another fuel.  Should be covered in 30A future revisions. Will also cover all bio fuels. The TC will also look at bio diesels too. 
6. Will form a Task Group at the next meeting to develop requirements for maintenance and inspections.
7. 30A amendments
A. Proposal to have a supervisory alarm denoting impairment of the gas detection system. Proposal to have this system tied into the fire alarm system.  The TC will wait for NFPA 2 determination before taking further action.
B. Proposal that the requirement for manway openings above the liquid level, on top of fuel storage tanks, be changed to be near the ground since that is where the fills are located.  Firefighters want the manway on the top of the tank.  Placed on hold; needs more research.
C. Proposal to change the terminology to define repair garages from low hazard industrial to general industrial.  Accepted.

D. Proposal to amend the fixed fire protection requirements for repair garages.  Need more information from the proposer.
E. Proposal to have material displays 20 feet away from fuel dispensers.  Rejected. 

8. New Business
A. Tank vent locations – Can they be routed up to and under a canopy?  Right now must be 12 feet over the ground and 5 feet above a building canopy.  Need to submit a proposal.
B. Emergency disconnects – Can emergency disconnects also be used to disconnect point of sale data lines, credit card readers, communications and video screens at dispensers?  To shut these devices down you must shut down the entire station.  To be continued.
C. I reported that ABYC has begun to write a standard for the design, construction and operation of onboard refueling systems on recreational boats.  About 3-4 years ago we had requested NFPA 30A write a standard for these systems. When no response was received from NFPA, ABYC was petitioned by NMMA to write this standard.  I joined the 30A committee and requested their help and expertise in writing a standard for these systems. After some discussion, the committee determined that this request falls under the purview of the committee but is not specifically mentioned in the scope.  One committee member volunteered to assist.  Another member is writing standards for marine fueling docks and barges and invited me to their next meeting.  The NFPA staff will investigate the best methods to assist us in the project. 
D. Discussed the requirement of latch open nozzles which are not allowed in Massachusetts.

E. Discussed the use of pellet stoves in service stations (seen in Maine).  Allowed if you comply with the rest of the standard.
F. 30A does not allow pumps in tank storage vaults.
9. Next Action: NMMA to obtain assistance from NFPA 30A TC in the writing of the on board refueling system.
10.  Next meeting of the 30A technical committee is tentatively scheduled for April 15-16, 2009 location TBD.
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