Meeting Report

ABYC Electrical Project Technical Committee
Orlando, Florida
January 18-19, 2010 

1.  Request for Interpretation.

· Yamaha submitted a RFI to grant an exception to the ABYC requirement for battery cable to be marked.  SAE does not require marking of SAE cable. The PTC rejected the request.
2.  AC Power Conversion subcommittee (A-32)
· Subcommittee has been moved into the Electrical Component PTC
· Draft has been in review for a year with comments being acquired.

· Next action:  TBD.
3.  Distributed Power Subcommittee (S-31)
· S-31 gives testing criteria for distributed power systems.
· Will form a subcommittee of distributed power representatives to review the viability of the requirements for industry. 

· Next action:  Look to publish in July 2010.
4.  Usability of E-11
· Complaints on usability lead to creation of a review subcommittee for this document.  NMMA (Marhevko and Head) has two members.  NMMA (M) is the chair.
· S/C will review the document concurrent with the technical review. Report due in three months.
5.  E-2, Cathotic Protection, has shifted to the Galvanic Isolator PTC.
6.  E-11, AC and DC Electrical Systems on Boats
· E-11 is now on a 3 year review cycle.
· Discussed, again, the proposal to separate the standard back to AC and DC documents.  NMMA proposed that the usability subcommittee also look at this issue and report to the PTC.
· Conductors should be sized to match the temperature ratings of the electrical components.
· Clarified that when applying marking requirements, controls shall be manually operated.  (This was an NMMA comment from our inspectors)
· The PTC determined that the requirements in S-31, Distributed Power Systems, should be aligned with E-11.

· For AC systems, eliminated the allowance for overcurrent protection to not exceed 150% of current rating; it shall now not exceed 100% of current rating.
· Created a task group to look at the existing ABYC conductor temperatures/ampacity tables (75 degree) and bundling effects.  The group is also looking at ISO bundling requirements.
· Discussed increasing the 10 foot rule for main circuit breaker protection to 25 feet, but there was no consensus on this proposal.

· Established requirements for construction, testing and rating of a bus bar from IEC. Added to E-11.14.5.  Review UL 1059 on terminal blocks. (tentative)
· Allowed the paralleling of conductors of #8 and larger when the overcurrent protection is sufficient to carry the entire load.
· Added an exception to the scope of the standard to exclude engine manufacturer supplied engine management systems with conductors up to 20 gauge.  Must still define engine management system.
· Redefined the DC equipment requiring DC grounding.  
· Numerous editorials.

· Next Action:  E-11 is running through the ANSI process so any new comments will be held for the next review.  Vote and comments applies to only changed items. Standard will be open for review for 45 days. 
7.  E-10, Storage Batteries
· A PTC subcommittee will look at the requirement for internal fusing (overcurrent protection) of large battery banks to contain internal shorts in batteries. The group will look at safety concerns.  This requirement will probably be placed in E-11.

· Lithium ion battery chemistry needs to be addressed in a future review.

· Next action:  Continue standard review.  
8. TE-4, Lightning Protection

· Many PTC members still question the need for a Lightning Paper for ABYC.  After much discussion the PTC determined that a marine document on lightning protection is needed in the industry.
· Next Action: The PTC feels that this standard was outside its expertise and will ask the ABYC Technical Board to establish a separate PTC for this topic. 
9.  The next meeting of the ABYC Electrical PTC was tentatively set for June 2010. 
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